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· Italy was named by President Papadakis as one of the targeted countries for co-op abroad.
· Students receive a $7500 stipend to co-op abroad in Italy because most co-op jobs there pay very little or not at all (amount of the stipend may depend on job salary).
· If interested in co-op abroad in Italy, you need some lead-time.

Requirements to Co-Op Abroad in Italy:  

· Decent GPA (generally above a 2.0)
· Be on at least your 2nd co-op (it is recommended to have done at least 1 co-op in the United States)

· Some knowledge of Italian (through classes at Drexel or classes in Italy)
· Example: go to class in Italy to learn Italian for 2 months, work for 4 months. The Drexel stipend can be used for this.

· The language institute where you take classes will generally help you find a job after you are done classes.
· Meet with co-op advisor to make sure that you fulfill all requirements (as part of the application process).
· If the student wants this to be his/her first co-op, individual student’s situation is considered; the reason they don’t want it to be your first co-op is that there is lack of a support system abroad and they want to ensure the student’s success.
· A variety of majors can co-op abroad, but pay varies.
· It can be difficult to get paid jobs (requires a work visa), but it is relatively easy to get unpaid jobs.

· SCDC is currently making connections with Drexel alumni from Italy and the companies they work for.

· Example: Teledata – interested in IT, business (sales, marketing) majors

· Example: Biomedical company in Mila.

· SCDC is open to suggestions about possible companies.
· Interviews are mostly conducted by phone, and students will know if they have the job before they go to Italy.

Questions and Answers

Q: Where do you live when in Italy?

A: Finding housing is usually the easiest part of the co-op abroad experiences. Students can live in dormitories, university housing, or with host families.
Q:  What kinds of companies are students matched with?

A:  Students are matched with a variety of companies, including American, European, and Italian.
Q:  How do I go about finding a company to co-op with in Italy?

A:  It is recommended that students meet with the career librarian and do their own independent search.

