
The Constitution 

 Italian Students Organization

Article I – Name

This student organization shall be recognized as the Italian Students Organization (ISO)
Article II – Object

The purpose of this student organization, the Italian Students Organization, is to unite students of the Italian heritage from Drexel University. This student organization is the common place for all students who enjoy the Italian way of life. This group will take part in various Italian traditions together and share the common bond of that Italy offers. 
A. It will promote and characterize Italian culture throughout all of Drexel University. 
B. Be a gathering place to share the common bond of Italians from all walks of life; whether you are an Italian, an Italian-American, or you are just interested in the Italian way of life: Family, Friends, Food
C. It will interact with the whole Drexel community and to create a strong bond between all the different cultures at Drexel University. 
D. Also, it will look out for and care for the Drexel and Italian communities through service and support.  

Article III – Membership


Membership in the Italian Students Organization is open to all undergraduate students regardless of race, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or ability. Anyone who enjoys the many Italian traditions is eligible to become a member, vote, and benefit from all the aspects of this student organization. 
A. Candidates do not have to be of Italian descent, speak the Italian language; as long as the candidate can appreciate the true meaning “la famiglia italiana” (the Italian family) he/she is eligible. 

B. Candidates may have to pay a membership fee which will be determined by the executive board’s. 

C. To be recognized as a member he/she must attend at least fifty percent of all organization gatherings.

Article IV – Officers

A. President1: The president will be any full time undergraduate student attending Drexel University who has been a member of ISO for at least one academic year. The President will be elected at the end of each spring term. 
i. The President’s tenure of office can last as long as he/she wins the elections. There is no limit on how long the President can serve for. 
ii. If for any reason the President’s position becomes vacant the Vice President will take over the President’s position and accept all the responsibilities. This will cause the Vice President’s position to stay vacant until the next election.
iii. The President is responsible for the well-being of the student organization and must accept all consequences for the organization’s actions. 
iv. It is also required for the President to attend all SOOT (Student Organization Orientation Training) sessions. 
v. Lastly, the President, along with the rest of the executive board is responsible for planning and executing all activities/events.
B. Vice President1: The Vice President can be any student attending Drexel University who has been a member of ISO for at least one academic year. The Vice President will be elected at the end of each spring term. The Vice President’s tenure of office can last as long as he/she wins the elections. There is no limit on how long the Vice President can serve for. 
i. The Vice President must understand that he/she will take the President’s position and accept all responsibilities if the President’s position becomes vacant for any reason. 
ii. It is also required for the Vice President to attend all SOOT (Student Organization Orientation Training) sessions.
iii.  Lastly, the Vice President, along with the rest of the executive board is responsible for planning and executing all activities/events.

C. Treasurer1: The Treasurer will be any full time undergraduate student attending Drexel University who has been a member of ISO for at least one academic year. The Treasurer will be elected at the end of each spring term. The Treasurer’s tenure of office can last as long as he/she wins the elections. There is no limit on how long the Treasurer can serve for. 
i. The Treasurer’s main responsibility is to keep track of all financial issues of the student organization. Furthermore, to maintain detailed and organized financial records. 
ii. It is also required for the Treasurer to attend all SOOT (Student Organization Orientation Training) sessions. 
iii. Lastly, the Treasurer, along with the rest of the executive board is responsible for planning and executing all activities/events.

D. Secretary1: The Secretary can be any student attending Drexel University who has been a member of ISO for at least one academic year. The Secretary will be elected at the end of each spring term. The Secretary’s tenure of office can last as long as he/she wins the elections. There is no limit on how long the Secretary can serve for. 
i. The Secretary’s main responsibility is to keep detailed and organized meeting minutes at all organization gatherings. 
ii. Lastly, the Secretary, along with the rest of the executive board is responsible for planning and executing all activities/events.
E. Director of Food Committee1: The Director of Food Committee can be any students attending Drexel University who has been a member of ISO for at least one academic year. The Director of Food Committee will be elected at the end of each spring term. The Director of Food Committee’s tenure of office can last as long as they win the elections. There is no limit on how long the Director of Food Committee can serve for. 
i. The Director of Food Committee is responsible for coordinating food and refreshments for all of ISO events that food and refreshments are required for.
ii. Lastly, the Director of Food Committee, along with the rest of the executive board is responsible for planning and executing all activities/events.
F. Director of Advertising Committee1: The Director of Advertising Committee can be any student attending Drexel University who has been a member of ISO for at least one academic year. The Director of Advertising Committee will be elected at the end of each spring term. The Director of Advertising Committee’s tenure of office can last as long as he/she wins the elections. There is no limit on how long the Director of Advertising Committee can serve for.

i. The Director of Advertising Committee’s main responsibility is to coordinate all advertising for ISO; to make ISO and their events known to the public. 
ii. Lastly, the Director of Advertising Committee, along with the rest of the executive board is responsible for planning and executing all activities/events.

G. The election process will consist of a maximum of three students running for any of the one positions on the executive board. In order to be a candidate, you must meet the following criteria: 

i. Must have been a member of ISO for at least one academic year

a. One academic year is defined as attending at least one meeting per term for the last three sequential terms.

ii. Must attend a one-hour informational meeting with the executive board member of whose position you are taking.

iii. Must shadow the executive board member of whose position you are taking for at least two weeks.

a. Shadowing is defined as following that person to “get in the shoes” of their position. The main point is to get as much information, get the job description in full detail, and get the tools needed to perform the new job successfully. 

H. The election process will be conducted as follows:

i. The whole Italian Students Organization will vote for one candidate on each of the seven (7) executive board positions. 
ii. Each candidate will have the right to one speech to the whole organization. 

iii. A candidate will be elected by a majority vote. 

iv. If a tie takes place, the candidates will be allowed to say on final thought and another vote will be held. 
Article V – Advisors
A. There will be at least one advisor for this organization. The advisor needs to be a full-time faculty or staff member of Drexel University. The advisor will be appointed by the executive board. The main duty for the Advisor is to be the liaison between Drexel University and the Italian Students Organization. 

Article VI – Executive Board

A. The executive board will consist of seven (7) positions: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and the Three Executive Board Officers. 

B. The executive board has the final word on all decision for the organization.
C. The executive board is responsible for planning and executing all activities/events.

D. The main responsibility of the executive board is the well-being of the organization.

i. The members of the executive board must:
a. Attend all general meetings and organization gatherings

b. Attend all executive board meetings

Article VII – Meetings

A. General Meetings: There will be at least two general meetings per month. The meetings will be held at times and dates decided by the executive board at the beginning of each term. The time and days are negotiable and can be changed for more convenience for all members. If there is a change in time, date, or location the member will be notified at least three days in advance. There will be food at every meeting, from meat and cheese to pizza and pasta dinners as long as it holds true to the tradition of Italian cuisine. 
i. Quorum will be defined as twenty-five percent of the membership 
ii. Voting matters will pass by simple majority
B. Executive Board Meetings: There will be at least one executive board meetings per month. The executive board will meet at a time and date decided upon by everyone on the executive board. For best efficiency, the meetings should be held at the end of each month to plan events, activities, etc for the following month. 
Article VIII – Finances
A. New members may be subject to pay a membership fee of no more than five dollars. That decision is up to the executive board at the beginning of each newyear. 

B. The organization will receive funding from Drexel University which is possible due to the student’s Activity fee paid by each member as a part of his/her tuition (SAFAC). 

C. If additional funding is needed, there will be fundraisers. The matter of the fundraisers will be at the discretion of the whole organization. 

Article IX – Ratification
A. This constitution will be ratified annually by simple majority vote.
Article X – Amendments

A. If there is a case where an amendment to the constitution is necessary the issue must be brought up with the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. Those four will reside on the issue and if they believe it is necessary than the whole organization will vote on the issue and if two-thirds majority vote on the same cause then the amendment will pass. After they write the new amendment they will display it to the whole organization and if it is approved again by two-thirds majority it will be submitted to the Office of Campus Activities. 
Article XI – Dissolution

A. The dissolution of the student organization shall be discussed by the executive board during the session of two consecutive meetings. 
B. After the two executive board meetings, they shall present the idea to the whole organization.

C. The faculty advisor must present at all meetings concerning the dissolution of the organization.

D. If the case is that it is best to terminate the organization then a formal document shall be created by the executive board and submitted to the Office of Campus Activities. 
i. The formal document shall state that the Italian Students Organization will be withdrawing from the Drexel University community and there will be a full explanation as to why such measures must be taken.
1 The responsibilities listed are not the complete list of responsibilities, there may be more responsibilities added on a need be basis. 
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